
LEGISLATIVE INTERIM COMMITTEES -- NOVEMBER 2013 
 

Health and Human Services 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Tobacco, Electronic Cigarettes, and Tobacco Paraphernalia 

 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Sen. Stuart Reid 
Interested Parties:  
Code Reference: Amends UCA§§ 10-8-47, 26-38-2.6; 26-42-103; 51-9-203; 53-3-207; 

53-3-806;59-14-203.5; 59-14-301.5; 76-10-103; 76-10-104; 76-10-104.1; 
76-10-105; 76-10-105.1; 76-10-112; and 77-39-101 

Description:  2014FL-0037/005:  Prohibits the possession of tobacco, e-cigarettes, or paraphernalia by 
an individual less than 21 years of age. Prohibits the distribution or sale of tobacco, e-cigarettes, or 
paraphernalia to an individual less than 21 years of age. Prohibits a person less than 21 years of age 
from being present at certain establishments where tobacco, e-cigarettes, or paraphernalia are sold or 
used. Prohibits a proprietor of a business from allowing an individual less than 21 years of age to 
frequent the business while the individual is using tobacco. Addresses the investigation and 
enforcement of the provisions of this bill. 
 
[Action:  Sen. Christensen moved to pass the bill with a favorable Committee recommendation. 
Motion Passed] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Controlled Substance Database Amendments 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Sen. Allen Christensen 

Interested Parties:  
Code Reference: Amends UCA §§58-37f-301 and 58-37f-601 
Description:  2014FL-0455/002:  Provides access to the Controlled Substance Database to authorized 
employees of a Medicaid managed care organization if the Medicaid managed care organization 
suspects the Medicaid recipient is improperly obtaining a controlled substance. Requires the 
Department of Health and the Department of Commerce to have a written agreement regarding the 
Medicaid managed care organization authorized employee access to the Controlled Substance Database. 
 
[Action: Sen. Christensen moved to pass the bill with a favorable Committee recommendation.  
Motion Passed Unanimously] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Epilepsy Treatment 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Gage Froerer 
 Interested Parties: Annette Maughn, President Epilepsy Association of Utah 
 Code Reference:  
 Description:  Rep. Froerer provided information on the use of cannabidiol as a treatment for epilepsy. 

No draft legislation to present at this time, but will be drafted for the General Session. 
 
[Action:  No action, informational only.] 
 

Education 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Suicide Prevention Revisions 

 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Steve Eliason 
Interested Parties:  
Code Reference: Amends UCA §§53A-13-302 and 53A-15-1301 
Description:  201FL-0407/007:  Amended.  Under certain circumstances, allows a school employee or 
agent to intervene and ask a student questions regarding the student’s suicidal thoughts, self-harming 
behavior, or thoughts of harming others, for the purposes of: referring the student to appropriate 
prevention services; and informing the student’s parent. Requires a school district or charter school to 
develop a policy related to school employee intervention measures on or before September 1, 2014. 



Allows school personnel to survey and evaluate, or ask a student questions related to youth suicide 
prevention, intervention, or postvention as part of the school’s suicide prevention program. 
   
[Action:  A motion was made to pass the bill with a favorable Committee recommendation as 
amended. Motion Passed.] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Parent Seminar on Youth Protection (H.B. 298, 2013 General 
Session) 

 Legislator(s) –Sponsor:  
Interested Parties: Representative of the Utah State Board of Education 
Code Reference:  
Description:  The State Board of Education provided a report to the Legislature on the progress of 
implementation of the parent seminar.  The report can be located on the legislative web page. 
 

Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Emergency Vehicle Operator Duty of Care Provisions  
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Brad Dee 
 Interested Parties:  
 Code Reference: Amends UCA §41-6a-212 
 Description:  2014FL-0267/008:  Provides that the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle owes 

no duty of care to a person who is: a suspect in the commission of a crime and evading, fleeing, or 
otherwise attempting to elude the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle; or in a motor vehicle 
with the suspect, unless that person can prove by a preponderance of the evidence that the person's 
presence in the motor vehicle was involuntary. Provides that an operator of an authorized emergency 
vehicle may be held liable for a fleeing suspect's injuries in certain circumstances. 
 
[Action: Rep. Ray made a motion to pass the bill with a favorable Committee recommendation.  
Motion Passed Unanimously.] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Retail Theft Amendments 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Sen. Daniel Thatcher 
 Interested Parties:  
 Code Reference: Amends UCA §76-6-412 
 Description:  2014FL-0069/004:  Provides that the penalty for a third theft conviction in 10 years 

becomes a third degree felony if one of the prior convictions was a class A misdemeanor. Provides that 
the penalty for a third theft conviction in 10 years becomes a third degree felony if the value of the 
property in the current case is more than $500 but less than $1,500. Provides that the penalty for a theft 
conviction is a third degree felony if that person has been previously convicted of felony theft. Changes 
the penalty from a felony to a class A misdemeanor for a person convicted of theft for a third time in 10 
years. 
 
[Action:  Sen. Thatcher made a motion to pass the bill with a favorable Committee recommendation.  
Motion Passed Unanimously.]    
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: DNA Collection Amendments 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Steve Eliason 

Interested Parties: Jay Henry, DPS 
Code Reference:  Amends UCA §§53-10-403, 403.5, and 404 
Description:  2014FL-0237/007:  On and after January 1, 2015, requires law enforcement agencies to 
collect DNA samples at the time of booking for any person arrested for any felony or class A 
misdemeanor offense. 
 



[Action: Rep. Greenwood made a motion to pass the bill with a favorable Committee 
recommendation. Rep. Thatcher made a substitute motion to move onto the next agenda item. Motion 
Passed.]  
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Controlled Substances Amendments 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Paul Ray 
 Interested Parties:  
 Code Reference: Amends UCA §58-37-4.2 
 Description:  2014FL-0497/003:  Adds new "spice" and emerging drug analogs to the listed controlled 

substances. 
 
[Action:  Rep. Ray made a motion to pass the bill with a favorable Committee recommendation.  
Motion Passed.] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Controlled Substances Amendments – Alepsia Extract 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Gage Froerer 
 Interested Parties: Annette Maughn, President, Epilepsy Association of Utah 
 Code Reference:  
 Description:  Rep. Froerer provided information on the use of cannabidiol as a treatment for epilepsy. 

No draft legislation to present at this time, but will be drafted for the General Session. 
 
[Action: No action, informational only.] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Overdose Reporting Amendments 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Carol Spackman Moss 
 Interested Parties:  
 Code Reference: Amends UCA §58-37-8; Enacts UCA §76-3-203.11 
 Description:  2014FL-0068/007:  Provides that a person who reports a person's overdose from a 

controlled substance or other substance may claim an affirmative defense to specified charges of 
violating the Utah Controlled Substances Act if the person remains with the person subject to the 
overdose, and cooperates with responding medical providers and law enforcement officers. Provides 
that remaining with a person subject to an overdose and cooperating with medical providers and law 
enforcement is a mitigating factor when determining the penalty for a related violation of the Utah 
Controlled Substance Act. 
 
[Action:  Sen. Thatcher made a motion to pass the bill with a favorable Committee recommendation.  
Motion Passed Unanimously.] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Parole Violator Center 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor:  
 Interested Parties: Geri Miller-Fox, Director AP&P 

Wendy Horlacher, Regional Administrator, AP&P 
 Code Reference:  
 Description:  The Utah Department of Corrections was authorized to establish a 300-bed Parole 

Violator Facility. Ms. Geri Miller-Fox provided a status update on the programs and operations of the 
Center.  Ms. Horlacher provided information on the process an inmate goes through prior to release 
from prison and the issues surrounding violations of parole.  
 
[Action:  No action, informational only.] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Use of Medicaid for State Inmates 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor:  



 Interested Parties: Mike Haddon, Deputy Director, Dept. of Corrections 
 Code Reference:  
 Description:  Mr. Haddon provided information from the Utah Department of Corrections regarding 

the use of Medicaid to cover health expenses of eligible state inmates.  Right now if an inmate is in the 
University Medical Center for 24 hours and if they are Medicaid eligible, Work Force Services begins 
the eligibility process. Inmates are only Medicaid eligible if they are in-patient.   
 
[Action: No action, informational only.]  
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Drug Offender Reform Act (DORA) 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor:  
 Interested Parties: Mary Lou Emerson, Director, USAAV 

Audrey Hickert, UCJC 
 Code Reference:  
Description:  The Utah Substance Abuse Advisory Council is required by statute to report on the 
implementation, impact, and results of DORA.  Ms. Emerson and Ms. Hickert provided the report. 
 
[Action: No action, informational only.] 
 
 

Judiciary 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Draft Legislation – Court System Modifications 

 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Jeremy Peterson 
Interested Parties:  
Code Reference: Amends UCA §§78A-1-101, 102; 78A-2-108; 78A-5-102, 111; 78A-7-

106; 78A-10-301; 78A-11-102. 
Enacts UCA §§78A-1-103.5; 78A-5a-101 through 111 

Description:  2014FL-0426/002:  Creates circuit courts within each judicial district. Provides 
jurisdiction over all misdemeanors and domestic issues, including divorces, child custody and parent-
time, adoption, paternity, and child support. Removes jurisdiction of misdemeanors from justice courts. 
Provides for appointment of circuit court judges in the same manner as district court judges. Requires 
the appointment of a circuit court administrator by the state court administrator. Provides for the 
distribution of fines, fees, and surcharges. Enumerates the number of judges in each circuit. 
 
2014FL-0605/002 Creates the Court System Task Force composed of 15 members. Requires the task 
force to study issues regarding the structure, jurisdiction, and organization of the court system in Utah. 
Requires that the task force provide the Judiciary Interim Committee with a report of its 
recommendations by November 30, 2015.  This bill appropriates to the Senate from the Gen. Fund 
$9,240 to pay or the Court System Task force; and to the House of Representatives from the Gen. Fund 
$18,480, to pay for the Court System Task Force. 
 
[Action:  No Action was taken.] 
 

 
Transportation 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Driver License Suspension Amendments 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Douglas Sagers 

Interested Parties:  
Code Reference: Amends UCA §§53-3-223 and 231 
Description:  2014FL-0225/007:  Requires the Driver License Division to shorten a person's one or 
two-year license suspension or denial period that is currently in effect for certain alcohol related 
offenses to a six-month period if: the driver was under the age of 19 at the time of arrest; the offense 



was a first offense that was committed prior to May 14, 2013; and the suspension or denial was based 
on the same occurrence upon which certain written verifications are based. Grants the Driver License 
Division rulemaking authority to make rules establishing requirements for acceptable documentation to 
shorten a person's driver license suspension or denial period in certain circumstances. Requires a person 
to pay the license reinstatement fees if a person's license sanction is shortened. 
 
[Action: Rep. Ipson made a motion to pass the bill with a favorable Committee recommendation.  
Motion Passed Unanimously.] 
 

 
 


