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Program Overview
U.S. Government statistics reveal one in five women has been raped in her lifetime which translates to almost 22 million women in the United States. The majority of female rape victims experienced their first rape before the age of 24 (79.6%) with 42.2% having experienced their first rape before the age of 18. The 2010 National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey found that 1% of participants reported having been raped in the 12 months prior to the survey which translates to approximately 1.3 million women in the United States in one year. 
The rate of rape in Utah holds consistent with a statewide prevalence of 18.1% as compared to the national prevalence of 18.3%. In addition, Utah has seen a steady increase of reported rapes since the year 2009 with 971 reported rapes in the year 2012, the highest number of reported rapes in the state in over ten years. However, the majority of the rapes (88.2%) are never reported to law enforcement, indicating that sexual violence in Utah is grossly underestimated. (Sources: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control and 2013 No More Secrets: Utah’s Domestic and Sexual Violence Report.)  
Sexual violence may occur in any type of relationship, but most perpetrators of sexual assault are known to their victims: As many as 6 in 10 rape or sexual assault victims are assaulted by an intimate partner, relative, friend, or acquaintance, according to U.S. government estimates. An estimated 1.3 million women are victims of physical assault by an intimate partner each year, and approximately 40 to 50 percent of battered women are also sexually assaulted by their partners. There is a pressing need to address the national prevalence of sexual assault, lack of available direct intervention and related assistance services, and the unique aspects of sexual assault trauma from which victims must heal.
The Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) currently administers 18 programs authorized by the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 and subsequent legislation. These grants are designed to develop the nation's capacity to reduce domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking by strengthening services to victims and holding offenders accountable for their actions.
The Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP), created by the Violence Against Women Act of 2005 (VAWA 2005), is the first federal funding stream solely dedicated to the provision of direct intervention and related assistance for victims of sexual assault. The SASP encompasses four different funding streams for States and Territories, Tribes, State Sexual Assault Coalitions, Tribal Coalitions, and culturally specific organizations. Overall, the purpose of SASP is to provide intervention, advocacy, accompaniment, support services, and related assistance for adult, youth, and child victims of sexual assault, family and household members of victims, and those collaterally affected by the sexual assault.
The SASP supports efforts to help survivors heal from sexual assault trauma through direct intervention and related assistance from social service organizations such as rape crisis centers through 24-hour sexual assault hotlines, crisis intervention, and medical and criminal justice accompaniment. The SASP will support such services through the establishment, maintenance, and expansion of rape crisis centers and other programs and projects to assist those victimized by sexual assault. 
Excerpt from http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/sasp.htm and http://health.utah.gov/vipp/rapeSexualAssault/overview.html
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: May funds be used to support services to children? 
A: Yes, funds may be used to support projects that focus on direct services for children who are victims of sexual assault. Services rendered to children do not have to be in connection to serving an adult parent and there is no age restriction on providing services to children. 

Q: May funds be used to support projects that include education and prevention activities? 
A: No, funds may not be used for education and prevention. However funds may be used for outreach to inform persons about the services provided by a specific program. For example, a program could use pamphlets, brochures, or community presentations to announce the services available under the grant. 

Q: May funds be used to support projects implemented by child advocacy centers? 
A: Yes, child advocacy centers and other programs and projects are eligible to apply for this funding stream; however, funds must be used to support direct intervention and related assistance. The intent of this program is to enhance core rape crisis services. Funds may not be used for prosecution or law enforcement projects such as forensic examinations or forensic interviewing.

Q: Are volunteer related expenses allowable under this program? 
A: Yes, supporting these activities would be allowable. Examples would include training and supervision of volunteers. 
Q: Are governmental agencies that provide rape crisis services eligible to apply? 
A: No, only rape crisis centers and other nonprofit, non-governmental organizations may receive funds from these grants. 
Q: Is there a limitation on the types of sexual violence SASP funds may be used to address? 
A: Funds may be used to address intimate partner; stranger and non-stranger sexual assault; as well as adult, adolescent, and child sexual violence. Both male and female victims may be served. 
Q: May SASP funds be used to address domestic violence? 
A: Yes, but only if the reason for providing the services is sexual violence. For example, funding could support accompaniment of the victim for a sexual assault forensic medical exam, but could not be used to support a general domestic violence-related crisis shelter. 
Q: May SASP funds be used for advocate training? 
A: The funds may be used to train advocates (volunteer or employee) that will provide specific grant-funded services, but may not be used to provide a generalized statewide training. 
Q: May funds be used for general professional training (i.e. for law enforcement, mental health, prosecutors etc.)? 
A: No, funds may not be used for general training nor may funds be used to develop training curriculums. 
Q: May grantees serve adult survivors of child sexual abuse or other survivors of a non-recent assault? 
A: Yes. There are no limits on when the assault must have occurred. 
Q: May Sexual Assault Nurse/Forensic Examiner programs be funded? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A: No. SASP funds cannot support activities that are conducted by or inherent to the criminal justice system such as sexual assault nurse/forensic examiner programs, law enforcement investigations, and/or prosecution of sex crimes. However, SASP funds can support advocates from non-profit, non-governmental agencies accompanying a victim through any aspect of the criminal justice system. 

Q: May Sexual Assault Response Teams (SART) be funded? 
A: No. However, if an advocate position is funded under the grant, the advocate’s time in attending SART meetings may be covered as part of the advocacy he or she provides. 

Q: May SASP funds support a hotline? 
A: Yes, to the extent the hotline is for sexual assault victims. If the hotline covers a broader array of issues, the costs should be pro-rated according to the percentage of calls that are for sexual assault. In order for a multi-issue hotline to receive SASP funds, the people who answer the hotline would need to have sexual assault specific training. 

Q: Are women’s only or men’s only support groups allowable? 
A: Yes, assuming that the gender-specificity is for therapeutic reasons. Services should be available for victims of both genders. 

Q: How long is “short-term counseling?” 
A: Up to one year. 
Excerpt from http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/docs/sasp-faqs.pdf
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