LEGISLATIVE INTERIM COMMITTEES -- MAY 2014
	Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice

	Bill Title/Subject Matter:
	Master Study Resolution Items

	
	Legislator(s) –Sponsor:
	

	
	Interested Parties:
	

	
	Code Reference:
	

	
	Description:  Master Study items assigned to this committee by the Legislative Management Committee to review during the year:
1. Constables/PI’s/process servers/special function officers; this item would study the practices, roles, responsibilities and authorities of each entity and any possible conflicts.
2. Transferring the multi-agency strike force form the AG’s office to DPS: this issue refers to HB 100, 2014 Session (Greenwood). In the House Law Enforcement Standing Committee, Rep. Greenwood and the Attorney General’s Office agreed to study this issue over the 2014 interim.

3. Permanent identification for state inmates and county jail inmates prior to release: studying the process by which corrections and county jails ensure that inmates are provided permanent identification prior to release into the community – if there are any holes/gaps, why the gaps exist and how can we bridge the gaps so that inmates are ready to assimilate back into the community and secure employment and residence upon being released.
4. Restoration of civil rights for various non-violent felonies: studying the restoration of limited civil rights (gun ownership, etc.) to persons convicted of specific non-violent felonies.
5. Issues surrounding the Rape Kit Processing.

Other items suggested by legislative members for study: adjusting the fee for booting vehicles for parking violations (indexing the price to either gas or CPI; eliminating the statutorily set dollar amount); protection for police (bullet proof windshields or glass coating); stolen property data base (theft of farm equipment); Utah Correctional Industries provides services/products to state entities as a first right (teaches inmates a trade); providing support to law enforcement families when members have died in the line of duty; and mental illness in county jails.    
[Action:  No action taken, information only.]


	Bill Title/Subject Matter:
	Department of Corrections Issues and Agency Update

	
	Legislator(s) –Sponsor:
	

	
	Interested Parties:
	Rollin Cook, Executive Director

	
	Code Reference:
	

	
	Description:  Director Cook and staff provided an update on:  
(1) the West 1 expansion, including the individual cell size and technology; (2) the Prison Relocation Commission that will begin meeting on Thursday this week; (3)  female offender supervision that includes focus on management issues specific to females (female population is gradually declining); (4) reconfiguration of community centers based on use and need; (5) providing inmate identification upon transitioning to the community; and (7) the 25 percent improvement in efficiency for (a) AP&P; (b) Correctional Industries; and (c) case action planning for offenders.
[Action:  No action taken, information only.]


	Bill Title/Subject Matter:
	Commission Criminal and Juvenile Justice Issues and Agency Update

	
	Legislator(s) –Sponsor:
	

	
	Interested Parties:
	Ron Gordon, Executive Director

	
	Code Reference:
	

	
	Description:  Provided an overview of the Commission duties and reviewed current and future research projects being conducted by CCJJ staff.  The projects include:

1. Federal and state grant programs including JAG, OJJDP Title II, RSAT, State Asset Forfeiture, State Task Force; Halfway House and Parole Violator Center, Victims of Crime, and Violence Against Women Act.

2. The Criminal Justice Policy Study; Justice Reinvestment Initiative through the partnership with PEW Charitable Trusts.  A limited list of the preliminary findings from the PEW data analysis includes: prison admissions are declining over the past four years; prison population has grown 22% over the last ten years; parole and probation revocations make up two-thirds of admissions; 46% of prison inmates are revocations from supervision; probation revocations grew 24% over the last ten years; 63% of new court commitments to prison are for nonviolent crimes; time served is up 20%.
[Action: No action taken, information only.]



	JUDICIARY

	Bill Title/Subject Matter:
	Interim Study List

	
	Legislator(s) –Sponsor:
	

	
	Interested Parties:
	

	
	Code Reference:
	

	
	Description:  
Item Assigned by the Legislative Management Committee as Priority: 

1. To study administrative actions related to orders of expungement and whether specified agencies should expunge records related to administrative proceedings connected to expunged convictions. 

2. Domestic asset protection trusts – to study the provisions in 2014 General Session 1st Sub. HB 208 and HB 162. 

3. Dual Mode Sentencing criminal justice reform – to study the implications of a new framework for felony-level sentencing which would combine indeterminate and determinate practices into one sentence. 

Items Assigned by the Master Study Resolution: 

Expungement of Administrative Disciplinary Action; Civil Rights Restoration:  Collateral Consequences of Conviction; Counsel for Defendants; Court Rulings on Polygamy; Cyber Bullying; Determining Imputed Income; Divorced Fathers; E-Warrants; Family Expenses; and Implementing Putative Father Registry Compact.

 [Action: No action taken, information only.]



	Bill Title/Subject Matter:
	Expungement of Administrative Records

	
	Legislator(s) –Sponsor:
	Rep. Eric Hutchings

	
	Interested Parties:
	

	
	Code Reference:
	UCA §77-22-2.5

	
	Description:  The Legislative Management Committee requested this Committee study administrative actions related to orders of expungement and whether specified agencies should expunge records related to administrative proceedings connected to expunged convictions, arrests, investigations, or detentions. 
Rep. Hutchings and staff provided current statute information on the expungement process and addressed:

1. The criminal record expungement process;

2. The Board of Pardons granting expungements.

3. Challenge for agencies’ wanting to be exempted out of expunging administrative records.   
[Action: No action taken, information only.]


	HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

	Bill Title/Subject Matter:
	Regulation of Electronic Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products

	
	Legislator(s) –Sponsor:
	Rep. Paul Ray

	
	Interested Parties:
	Sam Johnston, Associate General Counsel, LRGC

	
	Code Reference:
	

	
	Description:  
On April 25, 2014, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration published a proposed rule that would “deem” certain products to be within the scope of its regulatory authority under the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act (2009). “Products that would be ‘deemed’; to be subject to FDA regulation are those that meet the statutory definition of a tobacco product, including currently unregulated marketed products, such as electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes), cigars, pipe tobacco, nicotine gels, waterpipe (or hookah) tobacco, and dissolvables not already under the FDA’s authority. The FDA currently regulates cigarettes, cigarette tobacco, roll-your-own tobacco, and smokeless tobacco.” The committee will consider the potential impact of the proposed rule in Utah.
There is about one month left to comment on the proposed rule.  Members of the committee wanting to respond during the open comment period should contact Sam Johnston.

[Action:  Rep. Barlow makes a motion for staff to draft a letter of comments and bring to the Committee for approval at the June Interim meeting.  The draft letter will need to be sent to members a week prior to the next interim meeting.  Motion passed.]




