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UTAH’S EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 

 

 

The Importance of the Do the Write Thing Challenge 

The Do the Write Thing Challenge plays a key role in Utah’s long-term strategy to end youth 

violence. These student writings make powerful proposals on how adults and community 

members can interrupt the causes of youth violence. 

 

Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge works in cooperation with the National Campaign to 

Stop Violence. The first step to end youth violence is to talk about it.  The Do the Write Thing 

Challenge makes this initial step possible by creating a platform for youth, giving them a 

voice about how violence affects their lives and how it can be prevented. The program 

empowers young people in Utah and around the country to make a personal, written 

commitment to combat youth violence in their communities. The program works because it 

targets youth violence in the communities where violence takes place, then recognizes that 

the same communities hold the greatest power to create lasting solutions.   

 

Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge is sponsored locally by the Utah Board of Juvenile 

Justice (UBJJ) and managed by the UBJJ Youth Committee.  The Board monitors Utah’s 

compliance with the core protections afforded in the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention Act (JJDPA) as reauthorized in 2002.  The Board is also responsible for 

administering federal funds appropriated through the JJDPA to fill gaps in the continuum of 

juvenile justice services, from prevention to treatment, with quality, evidence-based 

programs.  Members are appointed by Utah’s Governor. 

 

How the Campaign Works      

The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice sent information to all Utah school district 

superintendents, middle school principals, and teachers encouraging them to involve their 7th 

and 8th grade students in the Challenge.  Suggestions how to tie the Challenge into course 

work are available online for teachers at http://www.juvenile.utah.gov/writething.html.  

Students can research youth violence as part of a history class, write a poem as part of an 

English class, or even consider youth violence from a social science perspective.   

  

http://www.juvenile.utah.gov/writething.html
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Following a classroom discussion about youth violence, students are asked to write answers 

to three questions: 

 

 How has youth violence affected my life? 

 What are the causes of youth violence? 

 What can my community and I do to reduce youth violence? 

 

School districts reported that over 1,700 students participated in classroom discussions, 

more than 1,500 students wrote about youth violence and almost 800 chose to submit 

writings for review.  Students from the University of Utah and Weber State University 

participated in the first round of judging, selecting the top ninety writings.  The Utah Board of 

Juvenile Justice then selected the top twelve finalists, whose work was forwarded to Utah’s 

VIP Judges for scoring.  The VIP Judges had the difficult task of selecting a boy and a girl 

national finalist along with runners up. 

 

Utah’s National Finalists will participate with other National Finalists at the Do the Write Thing 

National Recognition Ceremony in Washington DC this July.  Finalists will meet with 

members of Utah’s Congressional delegation to discuss the problem of youth violence.  They 

will also attend a reception hosted by the Ambassador to the United States for the State of 

Kuwait.  Finally, a book containing the students’ writings will be placed in the Library of 

Congress. 

 

Congratulations to all students that took the Challenge to do something about youth violence!  

 

The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice and the Do the Write Thing Organizing Committee thank 
the following for their generous support: 
 
 

Brent and Bonnie Jean Beesley Foundation 

Wheeler Foundation 

Kuwait-America Foundation 

Marriott International 

National Campaign to Stop Violence 

Southwest Airlines 

University of Utah 

Weber State University 

Viridian Salt Lake County Library’s Event Center 
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National Finalists 

 
 
 

Coleman Gagon 

8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 

 

 

 

 

Madelyn Halbritter 
8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kim Irvine 
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Coleman Gagon - 8th Grade 

Fort Herriman Middle School – Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 
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Madelyn Halbritter - 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High – Teacher, Kim Irvine 
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Runners Up 

 
 
 
 

Khale Nielsen 

8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 
 

 

 

 

Chloe Rawlings 

8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 
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Khale Nielsen – 8th Grade 

Fort Herriman Middle School - Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 
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Chloe Rawlings – 8th Grade 

Fort Herriman Middle School – Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 
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Do the Write Thing 

 
 

State Finalists 

 

 

 

Strider Cofrin 
7th Grade, West Jordan Middle School 

Teacher, Stacee Sawyer 

 
 

Ethan Gibson 
8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kim Irvine 

Lindsey Glod 

7th Grade, Draper Park Middle School 

Teacher, Kimberly Carter 

 
 

Emma Joos 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 

Brittany Levanti 
7th Grade, Draper Park Middle School 

Teacher, Whitney Lee 

 
 

Taya Manzanares 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Ashley Hauber 

Andrew McNeill 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 

 
 

Andrew Stewart 
 8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kim Irvine 
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Strider Cofrin – 7th Grade 

West Jordan Middle School – Teacher, Stacee Sawyer 
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Ethan Gibson - 8th Grade 

South Ogden Junior High - Teacher, Kim Irvine 
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Lindsey Glod – 7th Grade 

Draper Park Middle School - Teacher, Kimbery Carter 
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Emma Joos – 8th Grade 

Fort Herriman Middle School - Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 
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Brittany Levanti – 7th Grade 

Draper Park Middle Shcool - Teacher, Whitney Lee 
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Taya Manzanares – 8th Grade 

Fort Herriman Middle School - Teacher, Ashley Hauber 
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Andrew McNeill – 8th Grade 

Fort Herriman Middle School – Teacher, Michael Farnsworth 
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Andrew Stewart – 8th Grade 

South Ogden Junior High – Teacher, Kim Irvine 
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PAMELA L. VICKREY, CHAIR 
Director, Utah Juvenile Defender Attorneys 
 
 
SABITA BASTAKOTI 
Youth Member 
 
 
PATRICIA S. CASSEL 
Chief Juvenile Prosecutor 
Summit County Attorney’s Office 
 
 
MATTHEW DAVIES 
Community/Mental Health Representative 
Salt Lake City 
 
 
ANDREA GUTIERREZ 
Youth Member 
Salt Lake City 
 
  
CAROLYN HANSEN 
Director, Salt Lake County Youth Services 
 
 
ANTHONY JOHNSON, Chair-elect 
Community Representative 
Ogden 
 
 
STEVEN KAELIN 
Utah State Office of Education 
Alternative & Adult Education 
 
 
NINDY LE 
Youth Chair 
West Jordan 
 

 
MARK MAY, JUDGE 
Third District Juvenile Court 
 
 
DIANE MOORE 
Director, Utah Division of Child and Family Services 
 

LINCOLN NEHRING 
Director, Voices for Utah Children 
Salt Lake City 
 
 
DAWN MARIE RUBIO 
Utah Juvenile Court Administrator 
Utah Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
 
SHIRLEE SILVERSMITH 
Director, Utah Division of Indian Affairs 
Salt Lake City 
  
 
DEBBIE WHITLOCK 
Deputy Director, Division of Juvenile Justice 
Services 
Salt Lake City 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Staff 
  
CUONG NGUYEN 
Juvenile Justice Specialist 
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DMC Coordinator 
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Compliance Monitor 
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